chapter on macrophage activation by lymphocyte mediators.
Few investigators will find this volume indispensable. Its prime merit is that it brings together within the same cover a series of closely related articles, presenting a limited amount of information in an assimilable form.
M This is a useful addition to a now well established series devoted to the provision of authoritative information on important current aspects of cancer research. The subject of the symposium (held in October 1975) was the analysis, formation and occurence of N-nitroso compounds, agents which, for the time being, remain "a group of powerful carcinogens that are still looking for a cancer to induce" (Doll, Natutre, 17 February 1977) . If an association between cancer in man and the N-nitroso compounds is eventually to be successfully established, it must surely rest to a large degree upon expertise of the kind given in this volume.
The book is divided into 4 parts of about equal proportions and provides an element of interest both for the smoker and for the consumer of alcoholic beverages. The Introduction and the first chapter outline the considerable progress made in this field of research since the first meeting held on the subject in 1969. Methods are given for analysis by procedures including massspectrometry, high-performance liquid chromatography and gas chromatography. Under the heading "Formation of N-Nitroso Compounds" the sub-section on catalysis deals with effects, for example, of a variety of carbonyl compounds, of surfactants and of ethanol. The other 2 subdivisions deal with the formation of nitrosamines from naturally occurring amines and from drugs. Although the latter aspect comprised only 4 papers, it is clearly an area of increasing interest for the future.
The main emphasis of the third part is upon the occurrence of these compounds in food products, especially in meat. It is of particular interest to note from one report that, as a result of earlier studies, the practice of premixing spices and nitrite has been discontinued, and that levels of nitrosamines in those cured meats have now decreased. Other sections deal with tobacco smoke, and pollution of water and air. The fourth and final part contains papers on the effects of vitamins on N-nitrosamine formation and on ways in which N-nitrosamine content may be reduced, while the remainder, although justifiably included under the heading "Miscellaneous", provides the general reader with a glimpse of the wide biological actions of these compounds. net.
The second edition of this book is opportune, spanning the period of traditional surgery and radiotherapy and the first years of intensive chemotherapy. It has been rewritten, new additions including methods of clinical staging and histological classification, electron microscopy, immunology, tumour markers, tissue culture and cytochemistry. Survival curves illustrate improving progno-S1S.
The Manchester Children's Tumour Registry contains data on virtually all cancers in the one million children in the Manchester Hospital Region, and the clinical, epidemiological and pathological manifestations of tumours in 1589 children during 1954-68 are described, with references to more recent patients to illustrate advances in therapy.
The Registry yields unique epidemiological data, and it is fitting that a masterly review by Dr R. W. Miller of the aetiology of childhood cancer is included. The Manchester statistics provide compelling reasons why special centres for treating children with cancer and for research are needed; health service planners take note! The excellent chapter on teratomas and gonadal tumours (N. J. Brown and F. A. Langley) includes data from the Manchester Ovarian Tumour Registry and the Testicular
